InFLUencing host survival: cIAP2 tips the scales.
Necroptosis has emerged as an important facet of both host defense and inflammatory disease. In this issue, Rodrigue-Gervais et al. (2014) demonstrate a role for the cell death regulator cIAP2 in maintaining lung homeostasis during influenza infection. Loss of cIAP2 promotes necroptosis of lung tissues, leading to host death.